
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Wednesday, 5 May 2004] 

 p2293b-2293b 
Hon John Fischer 

 [1] 

WATER SUPPLIES 
Statement 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [6.04 pm]:  I wish to raise two issues tonight.  It gets a bit 
tiresome hearing our bureaucracies complain that they cannot provide continuous service because of the 
unpredictable climate in which we live.  A review of temperatures and rainfalls will show there has been no 
climatic change outside the cyclical parameters we have experienced ever since this country has been settled.  

The Water Corporation rivals Western Power in this whingeing excuse for not providing the service we need.  It 
is true that, at long last, the Water Corporation is doing something about thinning out some of the catchments.  
The fact that it has taken so long is perhaps another example of the power of the Greens (WA) to inhibit any 
sensible action.  The Tasmanian Hydro Electric Authority, which runs an enterprise far bigger and more complex 
than the Water Corporation, has been actively cloud seeding for years to increase the rainfall over its catchments.  
That authority claims that it gets a 25 per cent increase in precipitation that provides about a 20:1 cost benefit, 
which results in valuing water at 2c a kilolitre.  The authority also claims that it does not reduce the rainfall 
downwind, as the seeding provides a residual incentive for precipitation.  It is an interesting fact that only an 
estimated half to one per cent of rain held in storm clouds falls initially when a storm passes overhead.  The 
Tasmanian Hydro Electric Authority claims that it receives an additional 250 gigalitres through its efforts.  That 
is a bit more than the annual flow of the Avon River.  

If the water catchment areas of the south west were to receive a proportional benefit, it would be very 
worthwhile investigating this method.  Although this State gets the same prevailing westerly that takes the rain to 
Tasmania, it has the advantage that all our catchments are in a straight line, which should make seeding more 
efficient.  About 30 or 40 years ago some work done on cloud seeding was advertised, but I do not recall who 
was responsible for it or what the results were.  I believe that now is the time to revisit this because much work 
has been done worldwide and much of it has been done through the private sector.  

The American Government has continually spent money on this research, so it obviously believes it is 
worthwhile.  In any case, the Tasmanian results should be closely studied to see whether their success is 
transferable.  This is an initiative that can be carried out immediately because it is not a big-budget item.  It 
would be a pity if bureaucratic negativity did not take this challenge, and instead pushed for more and more 
restrictions.  Owing to the time, I will leave the second issue until a more appropriate time.  
 


